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in Venice are seen comparing his notes with the pictures
in the Academy. And as the shilling catalogue is by no
means abstruse, and the specimens are more beautiful than
most picture-shows, the unscientific reader would not find
his time lost in learning something new about Nature,
and something new to most readers, I suspect, about
Ruskin.

One other outcome of the analogy between minerals and
mountains, was Mr. Ruskin's scepticism in the matter of
cleavage and jointing, which he thought insufficiently
studied and explained by the holders of the mechanical
theory, and. suspected to be rather akin to crystalline
cleavage, both in aspects and origin. Not to dwell on
these details, I merely note that a great recent authority,
Professor Prestwich,* says, after weighing the evidence :
" The system of joints, therefore, seems to me to be not
a simple mechanical action, but one combined with a
condition of crystallisation ; and though, from the influences
of other mechanical forces to which the rocks have been
exposed, and from the varying proportions of their
constituent ingredients, we cannot expect the angles to
present the exact definition which a crystal of the pure
mineral would have, still there is every appearance of the
plane-lines of shrinkage and jointing having been guided
in many cases, if not in all, by planes of crystalline
cleavage, in consequence of these being those of least
resistance."

We must now recover the thread of our story and carry

it hastily over the year spent chiefly, though by no means

wholly, in these mineral researches.    And first to tell a

characteristic anecdote, preserved in " Arrows of the Chace."

* Geology (1886), vol. i., p. 283.nd spend a few hours at Cromwell Road with the
